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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

LIEUTENANT MATTHEW IRA LOWE AND LIEUTEN-
ANT NATHAN HOLLINGSWORTH WILLIAMS 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I 
ask my colleagues to join me in paying 
tribute to two dedicated Navy officers 
who were tragically killed in a training 
accident in my home State of Cali-
fornia. 

LT Matthew Ira Lowe and LT Nathan 
Hollingsworth Williams died on April 6, 
2011, after their F/A–18F Super Hornet 
crashed near the Lemoore Naval Air 
Station in central California. Lieuten-
ants Lowe and Williams were assigned 
to Strike Fighter Squadron VFA–122, 
based at Lemoore Naval Air Station. 

LT Matthew Ira Lowe of Plantation, 
FL, had a lifelong passion for flying. 
He received an engineering degree from 
the University of Central Florida in 
2001. While in college, he also earned 
his pilot’s license. He later joined the 
Navy and received his commission 
through Officer Candidate School in 
February 2003. Most recently, Lieuten-
ant Lowe served as an instructor, and 
had been training to become a pilot for 
the elite Blue Angels exhibition team. 

A decorated pilot who earned the 
Navy/Marine Corps Achievement Medal 
and the National Defense Service 
Medal, Lieutenant Lowe will be re-
membered by those who served with 
him for his sense of humor and out-
going personality. Lieutenant Lowe is 
survived by his parents Ira and Pamela 
Lowe, and two elder siblings. He was 33 
years old. 

A native of Oswego, NY, LT Nathan 
Hollingsworth Williams attended the 
University of Rochester on a Navy Re-
serve Officer Training Corps scholar-
ship. Upon graduating with honors in 
mathematics in 2004, he reported for 
duty at Naval Air Station Pensacola 
for flight training where he earned his 
naval flight officer wings. Lieutenant 
Williams was deployed to Afghanistan, 
where he served aboard the U.S.S. 
Theodore Roosevelt, providing air sup-
port for U.S. ground troops. After re-
turning from Afghanistan, Lieutenant 
Williams was chosen as a flight in-
structor at Lemoore Naval Air Station. 

For his service, Lieutenant Williams 
received a number of awards including 
two Presidential Air Medals, the Af-
ghanistan Campaign Medal with Star, 
Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal, Pistol Marksmanship Medal, 
and Sea Service Deployment Ribbon. A 
dedicated Buffalo Bills fan, he will be 
remembered as a kind and caring per-
son who was always willing to lend a 
hand to those in need. Lieutenant Wil-
liams is survived by his wife Meredith; 
his parents Alan and Gay Williams; and 
his brothers Jeffrey and Seth. He was 
28 years old. 

Nothing can fully account for the 
loss suffered by the families of Lieu-
tenants Lowe and Williams, and all 
those who loved them. But I hope they 
can take comfort in the knowledge 
that they will be forever honored and 
remembered by a grateful Nation. 

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 
REMEMBRANCE DAY, 2011 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, each year 
we commemorate Armenian Genocide 
Remembrance Day. April 24 came dur-
ing our recess this year and marked 
the 96th anniversary of the date in 1915 
when Turkish Ottoman authorities or-
dered the rounding up and detention of 
hundreds of Armenian intellectual 
leaders, civic leaders, writers, priests, 
teachers, and doctors. Many of these 
leaders would eventually be executed. 
What followed between 1915 and 1923 
was an organized campaign of deporta-
tion, expropriation, conscription, star-
vation, and other atrocities that re-
sulted in the deaths of over 1.5 million 
Armenians. Large numbers of Arme-
nians fled their homeland to seek safe-
ty elsewhere, including in Michigan 
and other communities in the United 
States. We remember the tragic events 
of this period to honor those who died 
and to show our respect and solace for 
those who survived the suffering in-
flicted on the Armenian people. 

We also remember the Armenian 
Genocide to remind ourselves of the 
evil which mankind is capable of and to 
reaffirm our collective commitment to 
a future in which such mass atrocities 
will not be repeated. While the horrific 
abuses suffered by the Armenians have 
been described as the first genocide of 
the 20th century, they were soon fol-
lowed by other genocides and mass 
atrocities, including the Holocaust, 
which Hitler said could be pursued be-
cause ‘‘Who, after all, speaks today of 
the annihilation of the Armenians?’’ As 
the tragedies in Rwanda, Bosnia, 
Darfur and elsewhere show, when man-
kind turns a blind eye to an unfolding 
massacre, those who would use whole-
sale violence against others are 
emboldened to believe they can act 
with impunity. 

More recently, the international 
community has come together to pre-
vent a massacre of civilians from oc-
curring in Libya. The memory of the 
tragic consequences of mankind’s col-
lective failure to act in the past has 
helped to motivate world leaders to 
commit at the United Nations to the 
protection of the Libyan people against 
the murderous threats of the Qadhafi 
regime. 

It is also important to remember the 
events of 1915–1923 with honesty and in-
tegrity for reconciliation and healing 
to occur. Some have sought to deny 
that these events constituted genocide. 
But the devastating effects of the Otto-
man Turkish regime’s systematic en-
gagement in the killing and deporta-
tion of the Armenian community can-
not be denied. The consequences of 
these acts are with us today among the 
Armenian diaspora living and thriving 
throughout the world and in the ten-
sions within the Caucasus region. The 
costs of these violent acts to the vic-
tims and the survivors must not be dis-
counted through denial. 

These acts were not committed by 
the present day Republic of Turkey. 

Over the last few years, Armenia and 
Turkey have engaged in an important 
dialogue on normalizing relations. This 
process has unfortunately stalled, and 
should be reinvigorated to remove bar-
riers and promote reconciliation be-
tween the two countries. In addition, 
Turkey, as a NATO ally, has played an 
important role in the enforcement of 
the U.N. resolutions regarding Libya 
and the protection of the Libyan people 
from brutal attacks by the Qadhafi re-
gime. 

So in honor of the 97th anniversary of 
Armenian Genocide Remembrance 
Day, let us rededicate ourselves to the 
prevention of mass atrocities and the 
principles of justice and understanding, 
which are essential for the promotion 
of human dignity. 

f 

REMEMBERING CONGRESSMAN 
ROBERT DUNCAN 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize a man who deserves 
his own branch on the tree of Oregon 
politics. 

Former Congressman Robert B. Dun-
can, died Friday in Portland at the age 
of 90. He will long be remembered for 
what he achieved in reviving the Or-
egon Democratic Party in the years 
after World War II and being elected to 
represent two of Oregon’s congres-
sional districts during the 1960s and 
1970s where he championed such great 
causes as civil rights and the war on 
poverty. 

He will also be remembered as some-
one who bravely took on two of Or-
egon’s iconic figures. Bob Duncan ran 
unsuccessfully for the U.S. Senate 
three times, narrowly losing to names 
that are familiar to everyone in this 
room—Wayne Morse and Mark Hat-
field. 

On a personal note, I might also add 
that Bob Duncan was the incumbent 
and my opponent in the 1980 primary 
race for Oregon’s 3rd Congressional 
District. When I won that race I was 
afraid that I had made an enemy for 
life out of someone who was revered in 
State Democratic circles. I couldn’t 
have been more wrong. He reached out 
to me and became both a friend and a 
supporter. 

Throughout his life, Bob Duncan was 
a major force in Oregon politics, shap-
ing the state through his various roles 
as speaker of the Oregon House to in-
fluential member of the House appro-
priations subcommittee on transpor-
tation where he played a key role in 
bringing light rail to the streets of 
Portland. His public life ended in 1987 
when he stepped down as chairman of 
the Northwest Power Planning Coun-
cil. 

Bob’s service in Congress covered a 
pivotal time in American politics the 
war in Vietnam. In 1966, at the urging 
of President Lyndon Johnson, Bob gave 
up his congressional seat from south-
ern Oregon to run for the Senate 
against then-Governor Mark Hatfield. 
It was a nationally watched race pit-
ting Duncan, a proponent of the war, 
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